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ApplicantCs) 



Group Art Unit 

17^ 



—The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet beneath the correspondence address— 
Period for Response ^ 



. MONTH(S) FROM THE 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR RESPONSE IS SET TO EXPIRE. 
MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a response be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for response specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a response within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for response is specified above, such period shall, by default, expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication , 

- Failure to respond within the set or extended period for response will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.G. § 133). 

Status 



□ Responsive to communicatlon(s) filed on 

□ This action is FINAL 

n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fonmal nfiatters, prosecution as to the merits is closed in 
accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 ; 453 O.G. 213. 



Disposition of Claims 

,Claim(s) 



Of the above clalm(s)- 

□ Claim(s) 

^^SC5:ialm(s) 

□ Claim(s) 



□ Claim(s)- 



Application Papers 

□ See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on is □ approved □ disapproved. 

□ The drawing(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The specification Is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 (aHd) 

□ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 11 9(a)-(d). 

□ All □ Some* :~ None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 

□ received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) 



_ is/are pending In the application. 

- is/are withdrawn from consideration. 
. is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 
. is/are objected to. 

- are subject to restriction or election 
requirement. 



□ received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 

•Certified copies not received: 

Attachment(s) 



□ Information Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449, Paper No(s).. 
^^i^otice of References Cited, PTO-892 

□ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 



□ Interview Summary, PTO-413 

□ Notice of Infomnal Patent Application, PTO-152 

□ Other 



Office Action Summary 



U. S. Patent and Trademarit Office 
PTO-326 (Rev. 3-97) 



•U.S. Government Printing Office: 1997 — 417-37&50309 



Part of Paper No. 



Serial Number: 09/851995 
Art Unit: 3727 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this OflBce action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Smith 
et al in view of Orefice or McCarthy. It would have been obvious to provide the 
container of Smith et al with openings as shown by Orefice or McCarthy in order to 
enhance the handling process. 

Any inquiry concerning this office action will be directed to Examiner Joseph 
Moy, (703) 308-1 145. In order to reduce pendency and avoid potential delays, Group 
3720 is encouraging faxing of responses in Office Actions directly into the group at (703) 
305-3579 or (703) 305-3580. This practice may be used for filing papers not requiring a 
fee. It may also be used for filing papers which require a fee by Applicants who authorize 
charges to a USPTO deposit account. Please identify the examiner and the art unit at the 
top of your cover sheet. 

If in receiving this Office Action it is apparent to applicant that certain documents 
are missing e.g. copies of references cited, from PTO-1449, form PTO-892., etc requests 
for copies of such papers should be directed to Errica Bembry at (703)306-4005. 



Attachment for PTO-948 (Rev. 03/01. or earlier) 

6/18/01 

The below text replaces the pre-prlnted text under the heading. 
"Information on How to Effect Drawing Changes, on the back 
of the PTO-948 (Rev. 03/01. or earlier) form. 

INFORMATION ON H0« TO tKKa T DKAVVINC ( H WOtS 

1. CoiTKIion of Informalifies -- J7 CFR 1 .85 

New correced drawings mus, be Hied wl.h ,he ch.u>.» M,.orpo,a,ed ,l,cre„. 
Identifying ind.cia. ,f provided, should mclude .he ml. o. .he mven ,on 
■nventor-s name and appl.ca.ion number, or docke. number (, anyl ,1 an 
pp on number has no. been assigned .o .he applicaiion If ih.s in lorma.ion ,s 
pSd. .< mus. be placed on .be from of each sheei an «™ered >vi,l,in .o,. 

J.„ f enrrecied drawinus are required in a No.ice ol Allowab.l.iy IPTOL- 
r"': m7st be nied wuhin .he THREE MONTH sho.ened 

«a^u lorv period se. for reply in .he No.ice of Allowab.li.y Ex.enswns of nme 
^r-^T^t^^-^ned und« .he provisions of 37 CFR , 1 36(.) « 
The cooected drawings after .he mailing of a No.ice of Allowab.li.y The 
dra^should be filed as a separa.e paper wi.h a ,ransmi,.,l .e..er addressed ... 
the Official Draftsperson 

2. Corrections other than Informalities Noted by Draftsperson on form PTO- 
948. 

AU changes to the drawmgs, other than mformal.i.cs noted by ^"^;^^^^JP^;^°" ; 
MUST i made in the same manner as above except that, normally, a h.ghl.ghted 
(preferably red ink) sketch of the changes to be .ncorporated .mo the new 
draS MUST be approved by the exammer before ,he application w.ll be 
aUowed No changes will be permuted to be made o.her than correction o. 
informalities, unless the examiner has approved the proposed changes 

Timing of Corrections 

Applicant is required to submit the drawtng correcttoi^s wiIIm^ 
uZ pP,r.od set m ^'t.rhed Offtce commt.nication .^ee:^7CFR 

I .85(a) 

Failure to take coiTective action w.th.n the set period will result .n 
ABANDONMENT of the application 



